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Let’s not also just be deaf to the 

plight and fate that our officers are 
dealing with every day on the streets 
of America. We need more funding to 
help our police departments. We defi-
nitely, in some cases, need additional 
pay. But for this, we also need to deal 
with our housing crisis, our mental 
health crisis, our opioid addiction cri-
sis. So many of our men and women in 
blue are policing our streets not for 
crimes but for dealing with the popu-
lation that is living on the streets. We 
need to do better here than to short-
change them and to not help—not to 
help correct these situations that have 
now become day-to-day tasks in what 
has never been part of the law enforce-
ment effort. 

I ask my colleagues, let’s put our dif-
ferences aside to get real action on 
these. There is a Federal role on civil 
rights enforcement. Let’s take that 
role seriously, let’s respond to the 
death, and do something about it. I 
know that the best way to honor 
George Floyd today would be to help 
pass the laws that help protect the citi-
zenry of our State. We are a great 
country, and we can do better by meet-
ing this challenge. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to complete my re-
marks before the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, yester-

day the Senate Judiciary Committee 
held our first oversight hearing to 
learn more about the origins and evo-
lution of the counterintelligence inves-
tigation known as Crossfire Hurricane, 
opened in July of 2016 against a Presi-
dential candidate and his campaign 
team. I asked Rod Rosenstein, the 
former Deputy Attorney General, if he 
knew of a precedent for active FBI in-
vestigations against both nominees of 
the major political parties for Presi-
dential campaign, and he said: No, 
there is no precedent. 

The FBI is not supposed to be in-
volved in our elections and in our poli-
tics. Yet you recall what happened on 
July 5, 2016. Director James Comey 
held another unprecedented event—a 
press conference—at which he said that 
no reasonable prosecutor would pros-
ecute Secretary Hillary Clinton for a 
crime but then proceeded to detail de-
rogatory information—information 
that was not his to release but was sup-
posed to be part of a confidential inves-
tigation. 

Under our system of justice, the FBI 
is supposed to investigate crime, and 
then the Department of Justice makes 
the charging decision. That is when 
things become public. Yet, when the 
FBI decides there is not enough evi-
dence to support charging, it doesn’t 
hold a press conference and disparage 
the character and reputation of the 
person it is investigating. 

I don’t know whether Director 
Comey had an impact on the 2016 elec-
tion, but I do know what he did was 
wrong, and, yesterday, Deputy Attor-
ney General Rosenstein confirmed his 
memo to then-Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions, which was then attached to 
Jeff Sessions’ letter to the President, 
recommending that Director Comey be 
terminated as the FBI Director. The 
reason was not because he had made a 
mistake but because he had failed to 
see the error of his ways and was likely 
to repeat them again. 

The Deputy Attorney General is sup-
posed to be the supervisor for the FBI, 
and while the chain of command is 
pretty clear in criminal cases, in this 
species of investigation known as coun-
terintelligence, which is not primarily 
to investigate crimes but to inves-
tigate security threats to the United 
States, there was no chain of com-
mand. The FBI was running rogue 
under Director Comey, along with 
some of the things we have learned 
about with regard to Director McCabe, 
Peter Strzok, Lisa Page, and others. 

It is really important that we not 
only make sure we understand what 
happened—that it was unprecedented 
and negatively affected Hillary Clin-
ton’s campaign—but that it also nega-
tively affected Donald Trump and his 
campaign, and this investigation con-
tinued long after he became President. 
It resulted in the appointment of a spe-
cial counsel, who ended up with no evi-
dence with which to charge the Presi-
dent with any crime. 

We can’t have the FBI interfering 
with our elections. Yes, it needs to in-
vestigate counterintelligence threats 
to the United States, and it needs to 
investigate crimes, but it should not be 
a primary actor in that process, in the 
public process, by which we elect Presi-
dents. It needs to stay in its particular 
lane and not become a partisan, in ef-
fect, affecting the outcome of Presi-
dential elections, all of which is to say 
that the investigation the Committee 
on the Judiciary began yesterday is 
very, very important. One thing we 
must make sure of is that this never 
happens again, and the only way we 
can make sure it never happens again 
is to make clear what did happen and 
where the train went off the rails. 

The last 31⁄2 years have been pri-
marily occupied with this so-called in-
vestigation into President Trump and 
his campaign, then the appointment of 
a special counsel, and 2 years of Direc-
tor Mueller’s investigation as special 
counsel. Then what followed that was 
impeachment. Think of all of the op-
portunity costs associated with that, 
the time we could have and should 
have spent on doing things which 
would have impacted the quality of life 
of the American people—improving ac-
cess to healthcare, creating economic 
opportunity, enhancing our national 
security. These are things we were not 
doing because we were preoccupied 
with these bogus investigations and 
the media leaks by the people who 
knew better. 

ADAM SCHIFF and the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence 
took a lot of sworn testimony during 
their ‘‘investigation.’’ Now that it has 
been declassified, we know that none of 
the witnesses—mainly Obama-era offi-
cials—knew of any evidence of coordi-
nation, cooperation, or collusion with 
Russian authorities—none of them. Yet 
ADAM SCHIFF and others on the House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence had the temerity to go to the 
microphones and say there was ramp-
ant collusion, conspiracy, and collabo-
ration—just bald-faced lies. Of course, 
the American people didn’t know that. 
We didn’t know that because those al-
legations were reported in the press, 
and they led into this narrative which 
has so dominated us over the last 31⁄2 
years, only to find there was no basis 
for it. 

Suffice it to say that the investiga-
tions that are being conducted by the 
Committee on the Judiciary and by the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, led by Chairman 
JOHNSON, I think, are very, very impor-
tant. The facts will come out. We know 
that Attorney General Barr has depu-
tized Mr. Durham, a U.S. attorney, to 
see whether there is evidence of 
chargeable crimes, because there needs 
to be accountability. 

AMERICA’S SPACE PROGRAM 
Mr. President, let me just on, maybe, 

on a happier note, talk about another 
event. We need a little good news, a lit-
tle hope, a little optimism in America 
these days. 

Last weekend, America’s space pro-
gram made history with the successful 
SpaceX crew Dragon launch. It was 
nearly a decade ago that American as-
tronauts in American rockets were 
launched into space from American 
soil. I mean, until last weekend, we 
were literally captives of the Russians 
in their providing the rockets or the 
rides we needed in order to get to the 
International Space Station. Yet that 
is not the only reason this launch was 
so significant. It marked the first time 
that our astronauts launched in a com-
mercially built and operated space-
craft. I must say that it looked pretty 
slick to me. 

As we work to ensure our country re-
mains a leader in human spaceflight, 
partnerships between the public and 
private sectors are going to continue to 
be very important. That is why NASA 
established a commercial crew pro-
gram to link the brilliant minds at 
NASA with those innovative companies 
like SpaceX, and this launch gave us 
just a glimpse into how those partner-
ships will lead us in the future. 

I remember the launch of the Apollo 
11 mission almost 51 years ago, and I 
remember seeing the photos of the as-
tronauts in the command module. They 
wore bulky space suits, and the sur-
rounding walls were completely cov-
ered with switches and dials and but-
tons. To be honest, not much changed 
over the next several decades. Even 
with the last launch on American soil 
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